§Debaté ',
Pag K!ds for Good Grades‘?

NEWS FACT: Upto5, DDB freshmen
at 20 public high schools in Chicage,
Hl’@ms, will get cash for their grades
this year. They will be tested every

“five weeks in math, English, social

- stiences, science; and physical '
education. Each student will eam $50

" foranh, $35 fora B, and $20 fora O

==, ince the f211 of 2006, some public
. 5chools ip New York City and
=& Washington, D.C., have paid their
stadents for good grades, and even
AVETAge ONES. In New York, fhere’is a

 considerable racial achievement gap in

schoals. In D.C., a district with a large
number of minority students, fewer than
13 percent of middle school stndents
meet reading and math standards. Chi-
cago is'adopting the incentive program
because a high percentage of minth-
graders there are being held back:

. Roland G. FryerJr., 2 Harvard econo- -
mmist, came up with the idea of offering

=financial incentives” to improve student

jrtans Balbian, 14, who
attends ninth grade in
Chicago, approves of
= the program. "Students
.should get paxd for good grades
but not for C's,” she says. “Schools
shouid encourage students to get
good grades.”
Kelsey Christian, 13, an eighth-
_ grader in Mansfield, Massachusetts,
alsa fikes the ide=. "A fitde bit of
money would motivate me alot,”
she tells JS. "}t would give students
something to work for.”

achievement. Fryer, who heads Har-

vard’s American Inequality Lab, says that. .

the program is designed to make school

“tangible™ {real; easy to grasp) for kids

with few successful role models.
Thomas Toch of the Education Sector,

a nompartisan think tank in Washington,

D.C., doesn’t like the idea of paying -
kids 1o achieve. “Small rewards aren’t
suddenty going to u-apsfcnn .. . UDpIo-
ductive classtooms, ™ he says. |

@E‘ What Do You Think?

Should students be paid for good grades?

3 ¥ote How | Pay students for good grades? YOTE ONLINE at 'www.sthaiastic.aau:ﬂuniursche{asﬁc.
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